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It would be hard to exaggerate the mystification and confusion 
caused here by the ARVN’s latest scheme of maneuver which 
envisages a rapid pull-out from Laos. For a week, we have been 
briefing on the assumption that we were proceeding along the lines 
of your latest conversation with President Thieu envisaging a slow 
pull-out through Base Area 611. 

I do not want to get into details of military operations. However, 
it is intolerable to have the President vulnerable to constant changes 
of plans which are unilaterally implemented. The President will go 
on television on Monday night (protect). We must have an agreed 
strategy by then. From here, last week's scheme looked preferable. 

As you know, we originally approved Lam Son to disrupt supplies 
during the dry season. For this reason, careful consideration should 
be given to operations along Route 914 and through Base Area 611. 

But whatever the scheme we must be part of the planning and have 
adequate advance warning. 
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I hope Thieu understands that the President's confidence 
is an asset he should not lightly dissipate and that this may be hi 
last crack at massive U. S. support. 
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